
Welcome all NEW MEMBERS to our family of

Legionnaires. We had a Very successful 2009

Post Legionnaires,

A lot of hard work of events happened in this last year

and it all came about by our volunteers stepping up, and I

thank you for all your hard work.

I hope you all had chance to spend time with your

family over the holiday season .and I would like to thank all

of those who helped with The Children’s Christmas Party.

FEBRUARY UP AND COMING EVENTS

REMINDER: Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February

23rd

Four Chaplains Services: San Jose, Saturday,

February 6th Saint Francis Cabrini, 10:00 AM.

The Four Chaplains were four United States Army

chaplains who gave their lives to save other soldiers

during the sinking of the USAT Dorchester during World

War II. They helped other soldiers board lifeboats and

gave up their own life jackets when the supply ran out; 230

of the 904 men aboard the ship were rescued. Life jackets

offered little protection from hypothermia which killed most

men in the water. Water temperature was 34 F (1 C) and

air temperature was 36 F (2 C). By the time additional

rescue ships arrived "...hundreds of dead bodies were

seen floating on the water, kept up by their life jackets.".

• Four Chaplains Services: San Francisco, February 6th, St

Mary’s Cathedral, 2:00 PM.

• Casino Day: Menlo Park, Feb. 15th. (9:00 AM check-in)

Post needs 5-8 Volunteers (9:00-3:00) Please Contact

Post Officers to volunteer

• District 13 Meeting, March 4th , Post 217 Gilroy, 7:00 PM

• CRAB FEED, Post 564 February 19th, Cocktails 6:00,

Dinner 7:00. Legionnaires this is a great deal. ALL YOU

CAN EAT!!! Tickets go fast. [Editor: Tickets are sold out.]

See you all at the next meeting and bring a new

Veteran to our family.

Thanks

Commander John Carlson 

The NEWS BULLETIN is the official publication of Mission City Post 564, The American Legion

2120 Walsh Avenue, Santa Clara, California

Mailing address is P.O. Box 2460, Santa Clara, CA  95055

Telephone: (408) 727-7400          FAX: (408) 727-6203

C H E C K  I T  O U T >>>>>> http://www.americanlegionpost564.org <<<<<<

ADJUTANT
VA Burial Arrangement and Burial Allowances

Information Sheets for reference. With as

many members who passed away last year, and

receiving request for this information, it might be a

good idea (even thought a bit morbid) to have this

information for the families that could eventually need

it. These informational sheets are available from the

Post Adjutant, by request and can be viewed on the

website.

Thanks, Larry Leonardo, Post Adjutant

FROM THE DESK OF THE FIRST VICE

Happy February! Membership will be going on

the road starting this month and coming to

community near you. Hope to see you soon and

remember dues are $30.00. Regards,

George Gomer

Sent from my Verizon Wireless Blackberry

Annual Shareholder’s Meeting

► ► ►Notice◄ ◄ ◄

The Building Foundation, Inc. and Mission City

Charities, Inc. will have their Annual Shareholder’s Meeting.

Location is at the Post in the Big Room, the time is

Saturday, March 20, 2010 at 1:00 PM.

Purpose: Election of five (5) members to their

respective Board of Directors to serve a term of three (3)

years.

Building Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors five (5)

members whose terms are up.

Mission City Charities, Inc. Board of Directors five (5)

members whose terms are up.

This meeting is open to all members of the American

Legion Family of Mission City Post 564 - Mission City Post

564, Mission City Auxiliary Unit 564, Sons of the American

Legion (SAL) Mission City Squadron 564.

This is your chance to vote. Come on down to the

meeting and vote for who you would wish to be on the

Board of Directors of the Building Foundation or Mission

City Charities.
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If there are any misspelling of names, incorrect 
office titles

or incorrect phone numbers 
Pleeeeeeease contact the Edito r

President Donita Faltesek 408-916-8315                            

1st Vice President Connie Tarazon 408-727-7400                                                                             

2nd Vice President Carol Fanucchi 408-266-0596                      

Secretary Joyce Grier 408-258-9231

Treasurer Mary Hidalgo 408-736-4453

Chaplain Jennifer Fanucchi 408-727-7400

Historian Jennifer Eckley 408-386-5559

Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Fallon 510-490-8455

Jr. Past President Pat Leonardo 408-727-7400

Commander John Carlson 408-655-5340

1st Vice Commander George Gomer 408-313-0063

2nd Vice Commander Robbie Roberts 408-988-0880

3rd Vice Commander Dave Sanders 408-370-0731

Adjutant Larry Leonardo 408-205-4828

Finance Officer Ed Jones 408-595-2915

Chaplain Adolph Stankiewicz 408-736-9136

Sergeant-at-Arms Jimmy Ahktar 408-727-7400

Historian Pat Parker 408-258-9231

Exec. Committee Mariano Quinata 408-720-5061

Rena Estes

Joseph Boisdore
Jr. Past Commander Wil Carney 408- 372-6069

News Bulletin/Website Shirley Butler 408-772-5981

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Hey Guys,

How’s everything? Good I hope.

Let’s see don’t forget about the Four Chaplains

Service on February 6th at 2:00 PM, St. Mary’s Cathedral in

San Francisco. This is the 44th Anniversary.

Our monthly meeting is being moved up this month (due

to scheduling purposes) it will be on February 23rd, the fourth

Tuesday, at 8:00 PM.

We are having a District 13 Sons Meeting on February

17th at 7:00 PM. This meeting will be at Post 99 in

Campbell. Please show up and be heard.

The D.E.C. Spring Meeting is March 12-14, 2010, in

Santa Maria, CA.

Don’t forget about our Crab Feed on February 19th ~ All

you can eat. Thank you.

For God and Country. Roger Sanford

Commander Squadron 564

2009~2010 Post 564 Officers 2009~2010 Unit 564 Officers 

EDITORôs CORNER
I now have 15 members interested in the email version of

the Mission City News Bulletin. How about that! As stated in

previous issues ~ you can always find the current issue

posted on our website (www.americanlegionpost564.org)

each month – in full color. If you are interested please send

me an email saying that you would prefer to receive the

Mission City News Bulletin by email. All I need is your name

and email address. My email address is listed below with my

name.

Special ñThankYouôsòto Adolph Stankiewicz, Manuel

Ruiz, Jeannette and Ed Jones for your help with folding,

labeling, sealing and putting postage on the January-

February 2010 issue. Ed Jones for printing the address

labels, You guys are the greatest! Also, again, thank you

for the donuts Adolph.

From the Bingo-side ~ Bingo attendance - January got

off to a good start and continued throughout the month. We

literally could not have done it without you! Special THANK

YOU to all the volunteers who donate their time to come

down and help with Bingo.

`

AUXILIARY

Hello Auxiliary Members,

Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary runs

on the Calendar Year ~ from January 1st through

December 31st. The Auxiliary's Fiscal Year runs from

July 1st through June 30th . Dues for the 2009 year are

asked during May, June and July 2008 and so forth. This

one way to keep members current and in good standing

with the Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary’s Budget depends on the membership

dues and donations. Without receipt of all the dues of the

current members, the Auxiliary cannot fulfill all it’s

obligations. If you have your current Auxiliary card, you

are a member in good standing and thank you for sending

in your dues. If you do not hold a current Auxiliary card,

you are not a member in good standing and have,

therefore, lost your membership privileges. Please be

sure you are in good standing. Contact the Auxiliary

Membership Chairman to see if your dues are paid. Your

Auxiliary thanks you.

Ways & Means

On February 19th, the Post is have it’s Annual Crab

Feed. The Auxiliary will have several “Goodie Basket”

drawings and a 50/50 drawing. Come hungry and

support the Auxiliary. Proceeds of the drawings will go to

several of the Auxiliary Programs.

Joyce Grier, Secretary

Mission City Auxiliary Unit 564

MISSION CITY NEWS BULLETIN INPUT

Cut off for input is the 1st of the month (Monday,

March 1stðSooner is appreciated) Friday, March 5th

starting at 9:00 AM, I will be in the Conference Room at

Post 564, getting the March-April 2010 Issue ready to go

to the Post Office. There is a mailbox labeled “Editor,

Post News Letter” in the Conference Room. If there is

anyone out there who, who is a member of the Legion

Family, who would like to submit input for the next issue,

please put it in the mailbox or send to it me via email.

Shirley J. Butler, Editor  Email:  shirley-jb2@comcast.net
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FEBRUARY 2010
1st Mon 1 News Bulletin Cut-off ~ INPUT DUE

1st Fri 5 9:00 AM Getting the News Bulletin mailed

1st Sat 6 10:00 AM Four Chaplains Memorial-San Jose

1st Sat 6 2:00 PM Four Chaplains Memorial-San Francisco

2nd Mon 8 7:00 PM Voiture 365 Promenade

2nd Tues 9 7:00 PM Fleet Reserve Association

2nd Fri 12 7:00 PM Building Foundation Board

2nd Fri 12 8:00 PM Mission City Charities Board

2nd Sun 14 Valentineôs Day

3rd Mon 15 9:00 AM Casino Day-VA Menlo Park

3rd Mon 15 7:30 PM VVA Chapter 201 Monthly Meeting

3rd Tues 16 7:00 PM Blue Stars Mothers

3rd Fri 19 7:00 PM Annual Crab Feed

4th Tues 23 6:00 PM AL Riders

4th Tues 23 7:00 PM Monthly Dinner

4th Tues 23 8:00 PM Post 564, Unit 564 and S.A.L.
Squadron 564 Monthly Membership

Meetings

MARCH 2010
1st Mon 1 News Bulletin Cut-off ~ INPUT DUE

1st Tues 5 9:00 AM Getting the News Bulletin mailed

2nd Tues 9 7:00 PM Fleet Reserve Association

2nd Mon 8 7:00 PM Voiture 365 Promenade

2nd Fri 12 7:00 PM Building Foundation Board

2nd Fri 12 8:00 PM Mission City Charities Board

3rd Mon 15 7:30 PM VVA Chapter 201 Monthly Meeting

3rd Tues 16 7:00 PM Blue Stars Mothers

3rd Wed 17 St. Patrickôs Day

3rd Sat 20 1:00 PM Annual Shareholderôs Meeting

4th Tues 23 6:00 PM AL Riders

4th Fri 26 7:00 PM Monthly Dinner

4th Fri 26 8:00 PM Post 564, Unit 564 and S.A.L. Squadron 

564 Monthly  Membership Meetings
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DEPARTMENT

Saturday 2PM Feb 6th, 2010    St. Mary's Cathedral, 

1111 Gough St at Geary St., San Francisco

DISTRICT

Saturday 10AM Feb 6, 2010  Saint Francis Cabrini, 

15333 Woodard Rd., San Jose 

DISTRICT

Thursday March 4, 2010 7:00 PM

Gilroy Post 217, 74 West 6th St., Gilroy 

Saturday May 2, 2010 10:00 AM 

Northside Post 858, 488 North 6th St., San Jose 

Sunday June 6, 2010 9:00 AM 

District Caucus   Santa Clara Post 419,

958 Homestead Rd., Santa Clara

Ye Old Monthly Calendar and Coming Events 

AREA 2

SPRING MEETING

Saturday March 6, 2010

Post 31 14 W Laurel, Salinas, CA 

7:00 pm Coffee & Donuts

9:00 am PCC, Sons of the American Legion

9:30 am 40/8 and 2nd District

10:00 am Area 2

D.E.C. SPRING MEETING

Friday-Sunday March 12-14, 2010

Post 56 Santa Maria, CA

Yep!
Jim 

Schriver 

and 

Dave 

Sanders 

Answers to the pictures “Who am I?” in the 

January-February issue 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS

OF THE CIVIL WAR

Phil Sheridan Camp 4 and Dr. Walker Auxiliary 52

of the Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War

has selected the following dates for regular

meetings at Mission City Post 564:

3 April 2010 6 November 2010

26 June 2010 4 December 2010

11 September 2010

The above dates fall on a Saturday - Our plan is

arrive around 9:00 AM to set up our flags and

displays. Meeting begins at 10:00 AM and

normally concludes at 11:30 AM.

Annual Crab Feed
Friday, February 19, 2010 

Here at Mission City Post 

564 ~Tickets are SOLD OUT. 

No host cocktails at 6PM – Dinner 

starts at 7PM.  Lots of good company, 

food ,fun and entertainment..  Bring 

your  appetite, shell crackers, and we’ll see ya there! 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 564

2120 WALSH AVENUE

SANTA CLARA, CA. 95050

408-727-7400

E-MAIL: amlpost564@gmail.com

REMINDER

TUESDAY~FEBRUARY 23, 2010

MONTHLY DINNER ~ 7PM MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ~ 8PM
NEXT MONTHLY DINNER ~ MEETING WILL BE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2010

The Annual Four Chaplains Service commemorates one of the most selfless, heroic and dedicated

events of World War II. At 12:55 a.m. on February 3, 1943, as the troop transport. Dorchester

steamed toward Europe on a black night, a German submarine’s torpedoes found their mark, sending

the ship to the bottom quickly.

Aboard ship, hundreds of soldiers and sailors were thrown into panic as the ship buckled and

listed. Life jackets ran out before all could get one, and some lifeboats were never launched because the ship listed

badly. The cold ocean promised death to those who might jump without a jacket, and even to some who did have them.

Four chaplains responded to the panic and handed out life jackets until they ran out. Then each took off his own and put

them on four other men. As the ship slid beneath the waves, the chaplains were seen arm in arm in prayer – a Catholic,

Jew, Methodist and a member of the Dutch Reformed Church. The waves washed over them and they were not seen again.

Remembered annually are Chaplain John B. Washington, a Catholic priest, Rabbi Alexander D. Goode; Methodist

minister George L. Fox; and Dutch Reformed Church minister Clark V. Poling.

FOUR CHAPLAINS SERVICES

Saturday, February 3, 2007 ïSt. Patrick’s Proto Cathedral, Santa Clara at Eighth St., San Jose.

The interfaith memorial service conducted by District 13 of The American Legion and hosted by Willow Glen Post 318 of

San Jose, will commence at 10 AM at St. Patrick’s Proto Cathedral, Santa Clara Street at Eighth Street, in San Jose.

Organizational Units are encouraged to bring their unit banner and national colors for an opening ceremony procession, and

posting of their colors during the ceremony.

Saturday, February 3, 2007 ïFort Ord Chapel, Bldg. #4280 General Jim Moore Blvd., Fort Ord, CA.

American Legion 28th District Four Chaplains Interfaith Service begins at 11:00 Am. Reception to follow at The

American Legion Post 591, 1000 Playa Ave., Seaside, CA.

Saturday, February 6, 2010 ïThe San Francisco-Bay Area observance will mark its 44th Anniversary St. Mary's

Cathedral, Gough and Geary Streets, San Francisco.

The inter-faith service begins at 2:00 PM lead by Department Commander and assisted by The Reverend David H.

Romeis, Chairman Emeritus, and joined by Jewish, Catholic and Protestant clergymen. Active duty military chaplains, and

local Jr. ROTC cadets will also be present and participate in the service. This service is one of four officially recognized

nationally in the book, "The Chapel of Four Chaplains". In this service, as at all others, Post, District and veterans'

organizations post their U.S. Flag and Colors. The public is most cordially invited to attend.



Department of Veterans
Burial and Plot-Interment Allowances

What Are VA Burial Allowances?
VA burial allowances are partial reimbursements of an eligible veteran's burial and funeral costs. When the cause

of death is not service related, the reimbursements are generally described as two payments: (1) a burial and

funeral expense allowance, and (2) a plot or interment allowance.

Who Is Eligible?
You may be eligible for a VA burial allowance if:

•you paid for a veteran's burial or funeral, AND

•you have not been reimbursed by another government agency or some other source, such as the deceased

veteran's employer, AND

•the veteran was discharged under conditions other than dishonorable.

In addition, at least one of the following conditions must be met:

•the veteran died because of a service-related disability, OR

•the veteran was receiving VA pension or compensation at the time of death, OR

•the veteran was entitled to receive VA pension or compensation, but decided not to reduce his/her military

retirement or disability pay, OR

•the veteran died while hospitalized by VA, or while receiving care under VA contract at a non-VA facility, OR

•the veteran died while traveling under proper authorization and at VA expense to or from a specified place for the

purpose of examination, treatment, or care, OR

•the veteran had an original or reopened claim pending at the time of death and has been found entitled to

compensation or pension from a date prior to the date or death, OR

•the veteran died on or after October 9, 1996, while a patient at a VA-approved state nursing home.

How Much Does VA Pay?
Service-Related Death. VA will pay up to $2,000 toward burial expenses for deaths on or after September 11,

2001. VA will pay up to $1,500 for deaths prior to September 10, 2001. If the veteran is buried in a VA national

cemetery, some or all of the cost of transporting the deceased may be reimbursed.

Nonservice-Related Death. VA will pay up to $300 toward burial and funeral expenses and a $300 plot-interment

allowance for deaths on or after December 1, 2001. The plot-interment allowance is $150 for deaths prior to

December 1, 2001. If the death happened while the veteran was in a VA hospital or under VA contracted nursing

home care, some or all of the costs for transporting the veteran’s remains may be reimbursed.

How Can You Apply?
You can apply by filling out VA Form 21-530, Application for Burial Benefits. You should attach a copy of the

veteran’s military discharge document (DD 214 or equivalent), death certificate, funeral and burial bills. They

should show that you have paid them in full. You may download the form at http://www.va.gov/vaforms/

Related Benefits
VA National Cemetery Burials / Headstones and Markers / Presidential Memorial Certificates / Burial Flags

For More Information, Call Toll-Free 1-800-827-1000

or Visit Our Web Site at http ://www.va.gov
Compensation & Pension Service – May 2008
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Burial Arrangements

http://www.cem.va.gov/

Requests for burial in a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

national cemetery cannot be made via the Internet.
No special forms are required when requesting burial in a VA national cemetery. The person making burial arrangements 

should have their funeral home contact the national cemetery in which burial is desired at the time of need. Scheduling can be 

done seven days a week for interments on Mondays through Fridays.

If possible, the following information concerning the deceased should be provided when the cemetery is first contacted:

Full name and military rank;

Branch of service;

Social security number;

Service number;

VA claim number, if applicable;

Date and place of birth;

Date and place of death;

Date of retirement or last separation from active duty; and,

Copy of any military separation document, such as the Department of Defense Form 214 (DD-214).

The discharge documents must specify active military duty and show that release from active duty was under other than 

dishonorable conditions.

Viewing facilities are not available and funeral services cannot be held at VA national cemeteries, but a final committal 

service may be performed. For safety reasons, these committal services are held in committal shelters located away from the 

gravesite. Burial will take place following the committal service.

Floral arrangements may accompany the casket or urn from the committal shelter and will be placed on the grave after burial.

A headstone or marker will be ordered by cemetery personnel upon inscription approval by the next of kin and a burial flag will 

be provided.

Upright headstones are standard in most national cemeteries, however, some have both upright headstone and flat marker 

sections. Be sure to discuss these options with the cemetery director prior to burial.

The same procedures are followed if the veteran's eligible spouse or dependent predeceases the Veteran. In most cases, 

one gravesite is provided for the burial of all eligible family members and a single headstone or marker is provided. When both 

spouses are Veterans, two gravesites and two headstones or markers may be provided if requested.

The Department of Defense (DOD) is responsible for providing Military Funeral Honors. The DOD program, "Honoring 

Those Who Served," calls for funeral directors to request military funeral honors on behalf of the Veterans' families. Veterans'

organizations may assist in the provision of military funeral honors. In support of this program, VA national cemetery staff may

assist to coordinate military funeral honors.

http://www.va.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html
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The Old Soldier and His Wife
January 02, 2010

Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

He never wanted to quit, but home life kept tugging hard on the old vet's heart.

Pete Morakon loves the Army, all the camaraderie with the troops and his soldier brothers from the past.

Geri, he loves, too.

Their lifelong love affair -- a marriage spanning 55 years -- has taken a cruel turn, forcing Pete to make a difficult

decision.

"I can't leave her alone," he said. "Otherwise, I'd drive on."

Last year, 79-year-old Geri underwent surgery for Stage 3 ovarian cancer. The cancer is in remission, Pete said, but

she has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease.

"She doesn't realize she has cancer," he said.

He fears that one day, left alone, Geri might turn on the stove and forget about it. He can't let that happen.

Not to his sweetheart. Not to the love of his life, as he calls her.

"He's given up something he loves for something he loves more," said Nora Sumrell, a technical editor with the

Airborne Special Operations Test Directorate.

On Dec. 31, Pete officially retired from his job as a civilian test officer on Fort Bragg after 55 years of federal service.

That includes a long stretch with Special Forces during 30 years in the Army. It's a career that includes 4,408 military free-

fall jumps and 500 or so static-line jumps.

Pete's last two jumps came in Raeford on Nov. 20. There will be no more, he said.

For all purposes, he has already clocked out.

Retirement has begun.

Following his retirement ceremony on Dec. 11, Col. Marshall A. Hagen, director of Airborne Special Operations Test

Directorate, called Pete Morakon "a legacy."

Pete pooh-poohs such talk.

"I'm not a legend," he said from his home in the Wells Place neighborhood, where he and Geri have lived for 23 years.

"I'm just a soldier doing my job. By doing something a long time doesn't make you a legend."

Pete and Geri Morakon's enduring relationship will forever be linked to his extended military and government careers,

spanning the Korean and Vietnam wars through the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Geri has a twin brother, Gerald, whose own life has been changed dramatically by Alzheimer's. The progressive

disease has erased his memory, and he no longer recognizes his twin sister or her husband.

The Morakons' eldest daughter, Susan, takes care of him at her Fayetteville home. When she goes to work, she drops

her uncle off at the Southern Hospitality Adult Day Center.

Pete doesn't want anyone else taking care of his Geri.

That's why he decided to retire and become her full-time caretaker. She takes the medication Aricept, which Pete

hopes will stymie the progression of the disease. So far, he said, the drug appears to be effective.

"And the most important thing is she knows who I am," he said.

"Don't worry," Geri piped in, "I'll never forget that."

Just two days into retirement, Pete seemed a bit uncomfortable, a little on edge, at his home on the edge of

Fayetteville.

He acknowledged that he's going to miss his duties at the test directorate, where he performed safety tests on

equipment used by Airborne and Special Operations soldiers. Pete said he did everything for the private in the ranks -- the

simple soldier.

The work on post made him feel vital, and that he was still contributing to the modern Army. Even at the age of 78.

"Which meant a lot to me," Pete said.

(Continued on next page)



The Old Soldier and His Wife-Continued

In 1980, he retired as command sergeant major from the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. It had

been a long military career, one he had hoped to extend for another five years.

But a selection board in Washington decided not to retain him. After three decades of active-duty service to his country,

Pete was out.

He entered the service in June 1949. His father, John, and his mother, Anna, spoke broken English. Of Ukrainian

descent, his parents had immigrated to this country from Austria in 1912.

John Morakon worked in the Pennsylvania coal mines. Pete, the youngest of their nine children, didn't want the same

life.

He tried to join the Army in 1948, as a junior in high school. His mother caught wind of it, and urged her son to graduate

from high school. Pete became the only member of his family to earn a high school diploma.

Afterward, he headed off to war. He fought in the Korean War as an infantry squad leader with the 187th Airborne

Regimental Combat Team.

His fate was up in the air in Inje, Korea, when, in May 1951, his regiment was surrounded by attacking North Korean

soldiers.

"You know when you're down to your last clip of ammunition ... " he said, without completing the thought. Fortunately,

fresh supplies were dropped to the soldiers.

After receiving an honorable discharge in October 1952, Morakon re-enlisted a year later and was assigned to Fort

Knox, Ky., for 30-day refresher training. While on leave one Thursday night, he met a youthful Geraldine Hogan in his

hometown of Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

"When I met her, that was it," he said. "She was a beautiful girl, and I fell in love with her."

Ten days into their courtship, he asked her to marry him. With a grin, he recalled Geri telling him: "My God, I don't even

know you!"

On February 4, 1954, they became husband and wife.

A month later, he was assigned to the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment at Fort Bragg as a reconnaissance squad

leader.

In March 1955, Geri gave birth to their first child, Susan. Seven years later, Jamie, their second and last child, was

born. Pete had moved up in the ranks by then, to staff sergeant.

He attended the Special Forces Operations and Intelligence course in 1963 before being assigned to the 5th Special

Forces Group (Airborne).

"They were the only ones that really had a real-world mission, and that was in Southeast Asia," he said.

In 2007, he was inducted into the Special Forces Hall of Fame on Fort Bragg. He considers it one of the highlights of

his life.

As for Geri, she spent two decades working Civil Service in post finance. She later took a job in accounting with

Carolina Telephone before volunteering with the American Red Cross at Womack Army Medical Center.

In 1984, Pete started on his second career as a civilian test officer at the U.S. Army Airborne Board. For 25 years, he

tested new parachutes and certified U.S., foreign and commercial aircraft. In all, he conducted more than 52 tests that

included nearly every aspect of airborne operations.

"Everybody looks up to him," Hagen said. "What he's done, and what he did here."

It was those years of Civil Service work at the test directorate that were celebrated earlier this month. Pete touched a

lot of lives in his distinguished career, Hagen said during the ceremony that honored "a special couple, Pete and Geri

Morakon."

That memory is fading for Geri.

"What was that last ceremony we went to?" she asked Pete four days later at home.

"That was my retirement ceremony. Couldn't remember?"

(Continued on next page)



The Old Soldier and His Wife-Continued

"Oh, that's what it was."

"This is Pete's show," Hagen said.

For the retirement ceremony at the Yellow Ramp on Pope Air Force Base, Pete sat up front with Geri and daughter

Susan, facing a large U.S. flag.

Beforehand, he made the rounds, working the room like a seasoned politician. He clasped hands and hugged his old

Army buddies and aging Special Forces brethren.

Theirs, Pete said later, is a special bond.

For the occasion, he wore a dark blue suit and red, white and blue flag tie.

This old paratrooper hobbled as he walked. His knees are bad. Bone on bone. But he doesn't blame the thousands of

jumps for his difficulty in getting up in the morning. Instead, he attributes those faulty knees to years of running and

"humping the rucksack."

Geri followed Pete around the room, clutching a purse on her right arm. "That's my honey bunny," he called her during

an exchange with an old friend.

Leon Price, a former director of the Airborne and Special Operations Test Directorate, described them as a team. She

has supported Pete all his life, Price said.

"He was very dedicated to his wife," he said. "He has taken the time to nurture her back to health. He has always been

faithful and loyal to her."

Every day, usually late afternoon or early evening, Pete and Geri will find a spot on the deck behind their home and say

the rosary together. At night, they'll sit real close in the leather recliner that he bought four or five years ago.

Together, they watch TV.

Pete will continue to see his friends, going to the Special Forces Association Chapter meeting the second Saturday of

each month. On Thursdays, it's unlikely that Pete will miss breakfast with the retired Special Forces guys at the Special

Warfare Center.

"You never know if you'll see them again," he said. "Or, if they'll see me again."

He said he's blessed to be alive, and "blessed to be married to a beautiful and wonderful woman, and to have two

wonderful children."

At this stage of Alzheimer's, Geri's able to do most everything for herself. Pete cooks the meals, and a woman comes in

to clean the house every couple of weeks.

Geri hums incessantly, something Pete said she never did before the onset of dementia. She has an insatiable appetite

for cookies and candy, and she usually drinks three or four 12-ounce cans of Country Time Lemonade a day.

"That's all I drink is lemonade," Geri said. "It's good."

Back home, her husband ribbed her that he's going back to work. He needs to put bread on the table, he said,

laughing.

"No, you're not," she said. "You're home."

Once she has left the room, Pete said it's not the Alzheimer's that worries him the most. It's the thought of the cancer

recurring. On Feb. 2, he's taking her back to UNC Hospitals in Chapel Hill for a re-evaluation.

"I will never put her in a nursing home. Not as long as she knows who I am," he said. "No, I will take care of my

sweetheart."

All these years, Geri supported her husband over his long military and government careers. In 2000, she was there

when Pete had surgery for prostate cancer. She was there to support him a few years ago, when he broke his leg on a

jump.

Now, it's the old soldier's turn to stand by his wife.

"We have a good life," Geri said, her eyes glued on Pete. "Me and him and our two dogs.“


