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POST ADJUTANT

With the New Year upon us, | hope you and your family had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New. With the
New Year comes the time to make (and, of course, hopefully NOT break) those New Year Resolutions. First, |
hope everybody has kept their American Legion Resolution to pay your dues before the end of 2009 so Mission
City can become a 100+% Post this year. If you h a v epai@, please do so as you are now delinquent. With a down
economy, it is hard to make ends meet. If you find yourself in a hardship, PLEASE speak to one of your Post officers
and see if we can help out with your dues, your continued membership in the American Legion is important to all
veterans as well as Post 564.

In November, 2009, the Post voted to bestow on two of our members, Honorary Life Memberships to Past District
Commanders Lupe Spinner and Carlos Ramos and to award the last three District Commanders from Post 564 a
fi G O LHDNORARY LIFE ME MB E R S Hard & a Thank You for their dedication and often-times hard and time
consuming job as District Commander. However, it is a year that no Past District Commander will forget and will always
treasure. They have earned that special recognition for their dedication to lead District 13 and provide guidance to the
18 Legion Posts within our district, not just for their year as District Commander but the 2 or 3 years as they moved i U-p
the-C h a ita tlle@ommandership.

This leads me to Post 564 Leadership. As with any American Legion Post with vitality and enthusiasm, there is a
cadre of officers that lead by example. An active Post such as Mission City depends on a leadership structure that is
willing and able to keep the Post alive, active and moving ahead. Members who are willing to accept the challenges and
learn about the various duties, responsibilities and expectations are encouraged and always welcome. On-the-Job
training is of course vital, but a little informal and formal leadership, membership and protocol training is also very
important. Make this a New Years Resolutioné be a participant instead of a spectator, the rewards may not be tangible
but rewarding never-the-less. Our three Past District Commanders have accepted the responsibility to help ALL
members working in or aspiring for a leadership rollé for help, guidance and encouragement; we are only a phone call
away.

Please check our Post calendar for February activities. We have Casino Day at the VA hospital, Four Chaplain
Service in San Jose as well as the Department of California Four Chaplain Services in San Francisco. All Post
members are encouraged to attend one or both services as we commemorate the sacrifice of the Four Chaplains
aboard the US Transport Ship, Dorchester on February 3, 1943 succumbed to a German torpedo attack and sank in
the frigid water of the North Atlantic. All Legionnaires and their families are encouraged to attend and pay respect to the
courageous Four Chaplains and ALL those that serve the Chaplaincy of the Armed Forces, the Men and Women who
serve God and the troops regardless of the danger, the location, the hostilities or the religious denomination of our men
and women in harms way. Please attend these observations.

The Post will also host a Crab Feed so mark your calendars and purchase your tickets for this event. Those that are
members of the 40 & 8, San Tomas Voiture 365 will be hostingthe i Gr a dudCea | i f Spring Cheerdinot in February.
Whereas, most of the 40&8 activities will be at the Biltmore Hotel, many state-wide 40&86 e wilk be visiting our Post.
L e tslkiow them that Mission City Post 564 Hospitality! Thanks, Larry Leonardo, Post Adjutant

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE - THE MISSION CITY NEWS BULLETIN

WOW!
http://www.americanlegionpost564.orqg
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He is volunteer who
helps out at the
Thursday Afternoon
& Sunday Night
Mission City Charities
Bingos. Sometimes
he even brings a
sandwich or two for
his fellow volunteers.

Watch out for the
rubber bands!

Can you guess who
this Legionnaire is?

oy SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

B2 Gentlemen,

With the holidays behind us we can only look forward
into the next year 2010. If you have not paid your dues
for 2010, you are now delinquent. Play pay ASAP.

I would like to welcome our newest members into the Legion
family. If you see some new faces, please welcome them to
our Post home.

We have the Four Chaplains Service coming up, | think is is
February 7, but double check with me.

Our next meeting is going to be January 22" upstairs at
8:00 PM ~ dinner will be served at 7:00 PM.

Thank you.

For God and Country. Roger Sanford

Answer will in the February-March 2010 Mission City News Bulletin
Commander Squadron 564 ¢

STEALING THE PAINTINGS
Recently a guy in Paris nearly got away with stealing several paintings from the Louvre. However, after planning the
crime, getting in and out past security, he was captured only 2 blocks away when his Econoline ran out of gas.
When asked how he could mastermind such a crime and then make such an obvious error, he replied: "l had no
Monet to buy Degas to make the Van Gogh."

@ EDI TOR6sS CORNER

The Mission City News Bulletin is posted on our website (www.americanlegionpost564.org) each month i in full color. | may be a
little biased, however, personally I think the full-color version looks really good. How many of you out there would prefer to receive the
Mission City News Bulletin by email?? | can make this happen ~~~ All | need is your name and email address. If you are interested
please send me an email saying that you would prefer to receive the Mission City News Bulletin by email. My email address is listed
below with my name.

Special i T h aYiku 6t Adolph Stankiewicz, Robbie Roberts, Ed Jones and Dino Palladino for your help with folding,
labeling, sealing and putting on the postage for mailing. Ed Jones for printing the address labels, You guys are the
greatest! Also, thank you for the donuts Adolph.

From the Bingo-side ~ Special THANK YOU to all the volunteers who donate their time to come down and help
with Bingo. December was really a huge month for bingo. On the 26t there was a record attendance of 272 bingo
players, with 246 on Sunday. WOW! What a weekend! We literally could not have done it without you!

Cut off for input is the 1st of the month (Monday, February 1std Sooner is appreciated) Friday, February 5" starting
at 9:00 AM, | will be in the Conference Room at Post 564, getting the February-March 2010 Issue ready to go to the Post
Office. There is a mailbox labeled i E d i Rost News L e t tinghe €onference Room. If there is anyone out there who
would like to submit input for the next issue, please put it in the mailbox or send to it me via email.

Shirley J. Butler, Editor Email: shirley-jp2@comcast.net °

2009~2010 Post 564 Officers 2009~2010 Unit 564 Officers

Commander John Carlson 408-655-5340 | President Donita Faltesek 408-916-8315
1stVice Commander George Gomer 408-313-0063 |1st Vice President ~ Connie Tarazon 408-727-7400
2"d Vice Commander Robbie Roberts 408-988-0880 |2nd Vice President  Carol Fanucchi 408-266-0596
3 Vice Commander Dave Sanders 408-370-0731 | Secretary Joyce Grier 408-258-9231
Adjutant Larry Leonardo 408-205-4828 | Treasurer Mary Hidalgo 408-736-4453
Finance Officer Ed Jones 408-595-2915 | Chaplain Jennifer Fanucchi 408-727-7400
Chaplain Adolph Stankiewicz 408-736-9136 | Historian Jennifer Eckley 408-386-5559
Sergeant-at-Arms Jimmy Ahktar 408-727-7400 | Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Fallon 510-490-8455
Historian Pat Parker 408-258-9231 | Jr. Past President Pat Leonardo 408-727-7400
Exec. Committee Mariano Quinata 408-720-5061

Rena Estes If there are any misspelling of names, incorrect

Joseph Boisdore office titles
Jr. Past Commander Wil Carney 408- 372-6069 or incorrect phone numbers
News Bulletin/Website Shirley Butler 408-772-5981 Pleeeeeeease contact the Edito _r
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Coming Events and Ye Old Monthly Calendar

DEPARTMENT
Saturday Feb 6%, 2010
Four Chaplains Mem. San Jose
| Saturday Feb 13™, 2010
Spring Area 2 Mtg ~ Salinas

JANUARY 2010
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!I
1st Sun News Bulletin Cut-off ~ INPUT DUE

1st Sun

1

1

1t Tues 5 Getting the News Bulletin mailed
2nd Fri 8 7:00 PM Building Foundation Board

2nd Fri 8 8:00 PM Mission City Charities Board
2"dTues 12 7:00 PM Fleet Reserve Association

AREA 2

CONVENTION CORPORATION COMMITTEE
2"dMon 11 7:00 PM Voiture 365 Promenade i INFORMATION MEETING
34 Mon 18 7:30 PM VVA Chapter 201 Monthly Meetin Sunday January 10, 2010 1:00 pm
34 Tues 19 7:00 PM Blue Stars Mothers Post 419 958 Homestead Rd, Santa Clara, CA
4" Tues 26 6:00 PM AL Riders SPRING MEETING
4" Fri 29 8:00 PM Post564, Unit564 and S.A.L. Squadron §§2:f3dfy 2"46‘{/3“3”32'108&"%3 A

564 Monthly Membership Meetings 7:00 pm Coffee & Donuts
FEBRUARY 2010 9:00 am PCC, Sons of the American Legion
1st Mon 1 News Bulletin Cut-off ~ INPUT DUE 9:30am  40/8 and 2" District
18t Fri 5 9:00 AM Gettingthe News Bulletin mailed 10:00am  Area2
1st Sat 6 2:00 PM Four Chaplains Memorial N
2nd Mon 8 7:00 PM Voiture 365 Promenade , D.E.C. SPRING MEETING
2dTues 9 7:00 PM Fleet Reserve Association P “oy| Friday-Sunday March 12-14, 2010
ondFri 12 7:00 PM Building Foundation Board 7@ | PostTBD Santa Maria, CA
2nd Erj 12 8:00 PM Mission Clty Charities Board DISTRICT
39 Mon 15 7:30 PM VVA Chapter 201 Monthly Meeting Wednesday January 20, 2010 7:00 PM
349Tues 16 7:00 PM Blue Stars Mothers Los Altos Post 558, 347 First Street, Los Altos
3 Fri 19 7:00 PM Annual Crab Feed Thursday March 4, 2010 7:00 PM
4t Tues 23 6:00 PM AL Riders Gilroy Post 217, 74 West 6th St., Gilroy
4t Eri 26 7:00 PM Monthly Dinner Saturday : May 2, 2010 10:00 AM
4"Fri 26 800 PM Post564, Unit564 and SAL. Squadron |  NOTIsidePostaSs 438 NOrn 6 St Sarn Jose
564 Monthly Membership Meetings District Caucus Santa Clara Post 419,
958 Homestead Rd., Santa Clara

FOUR CHAPLAINS MEMORIAL
The San Francisco-Bay Area observance will mark its 44th Anniversary
St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough St at Geary St., San Francisco.
Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 2:00 PM.

1

ANNUAL CRAB FEED'i Friday, February | BINGO !
19, 2010. Tickets will be on sale for $35.00 | _Sawrday '
per person and can be bought from the : Mission C'“{ Charities Bingo !
bartender in the Post Lounge. ! 6532 dPal\; i
| 7|;\l|\3,h08t cocktails at 6PM T Dinner starts i FIe_et Rese_rve Bingq 12:90 PM !
Lots of good food, fun and good ! Mission Clgs%hslr\lﬂtles Bingo |
company. Bring your appetite, (bib if you ! Monda :
haveonei mi ght come i n hi . nday '
see ya there! | L1 \?nggessdayBl ngo '
As a Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday | 40 & 8 Bingo 12:00 PM |
day- time volunteer, | call the right numbers 1 Lionds Bingo |
for your Bingo. : Thursday !
Can you guess who | am??? i Mission City Charities Bingo 1
Answer will be in the February-March 2010 ! 12:00 PM :
Mission City News Bulletin. :_ OVY Bingo 6:30 PM '
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Thank You, American Legion Family! Your Voices were Heard on
Capitol Hill

Senator Coburn appears ready to | if
M2 EIFNILI efforts to get Senator Coburn to lift his holds on S. 252, Veterans Health Care
UPDATE Authorization Act of 2009, and S. 728, Veterans' Benefits Enhancement Act

of 2009, have met with some success. Talks with the Senate Veterans' Affairs

Committee and Senator Coburn's staff have revealed that the Senator appears ready to lift his holds
on both of these crucial pieces of legislation which would allow them to come to a vote in the Senate.

Our sincere thanks to everyone who called, wrote and emailed Senator Coburn with regard to this
matter. These significant and far-reaching bills will enhance VA's ability to furnish veterans with the
guality health care and benefits that they have earned through their service to country. The American
Legion looks forward to timely enactment of both bills.

AUXILIARY HISTORIAN

The Auxiliary is starting an ongoing fundraiser to raise money for local schools. We are collecting
Box Tops for Education. Box Tops can be found on packaged foods such as cereals, Pillsbury, Yoplait,
Betty Crocker, Ziplock, and MANY more. The items can be cut off the packages and dropped into the
plastic container located in the hallway at the Post (by the chairs near the restrooms.) Further details about
which foods have Box Tops can be found online at boxtops4education.com. Also, if anyone has any questions
they can contact Jennifer Eckley at (408) 386-5559.

The Auxiliary with the American Legion gave $500 in the months of November and December towards
Safeway gift certificates which were delivered to 40 families in the Santa Clara School District and Sunnyvale
School District schools. The families were chosen by school administration along with Auxiliary members
Connie Tarazon and Jennifer Eckley. The gift certificates were well received and appreciated for the holiday
season!

Thank you! Jennifer Eckley, Unit 564 Historian

REMINDER

MONTHLY DINNER ~ 7PM MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS ~ 8PM i JANUARY 22, 2010
NEXT MONTHLY DINNER ~ MEETING WILL BE ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2010
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Read thetotheend!' a | i ttl e | ong but worth readingékeep

e old man was looking at the engine. | put my groceries away in my car and continuec
gentleman from about twenty five feet away.

I saw a young man in his early twenties with a grocery bag in his arm, walking towards the old man. The old
gentleman saw him coming too and took a few steps towards him.
| saw the old gentleman point to his open hood and say something. The young man put his grocery bag into
what looked like a brand new Cadillac Escalade and then turn back to the old man and | heard him yell at the old
gentleman saying,

"You shouldn't even be allowed to drive a car at your age.' And then with a wave of his hand, he got in his car
and peeled rubber out of the parking lot.

| saw the old gentleman pull out his handkerchief and mop his brow as he went back to his car and again
looked at the engine.

He then went to his wife and spoke with her and appeared to tell her it would be okay. | had seen enough and |
approached the old man. He saw me coming and stood straight and as | got near him | said, 'Looks like you're
having a problem.’

He smiled sheepishly and quietly nodded his head. | looked under the hood myself and knew that whatever
the problem was, it was beyond me. Looking around | saw a gas station up the road and told the old man that |
would be right back... I drove to the station
and went inside and saw three attendants working on cars. | approached one of them and related the problem
the old man had with his car and offered to pay them if they could follow me back down and help him.

The old man had pushed the heavy car under the shade of a tree and appeared to be comforting his wife.
When he saw us he straightened up and thanked me for my help. As the mechanics diagnosed the problem
(overheated engine) | spoke with the old




Read thetotheend!' a | i ttl e | ong but worth readingékeep

was leaving, one of them told me | should look at the card the old man had given to me. | said | would and drove
off.

For some reason | had gone about two blocks when | pulled over and took the card out of my pocket and
looked at it for along, long time. The name of the old gentleman was on the card in golden leaf and under his

‘Congressional Medal of Honor Society.'

| sat there motionless looking at the card and reading it over and over. | looked up from the card and smiled to
no one but myself and marveled that on this day, four Marines had all come together, because one of us needed
help. He was an old man all right, but it felt Good to have stood next to greatness and courage and an honor to

LET'S DO THIS JUST 19 WORDS

GOD OUR FATHER, WALK THROUGH MY HOUSE AND TAKE AWAY ALL MY WORRIES; AND PLEASE
ATCH OVER AND HEAL MY FAMILY IN JESUS ' NAME. AND PLEASE PROTECT OUR FREEDOMS AND
ATCH OVER OUR TROOPS WHO ARE DEFENDING THOSE FREEDOMS.

AMEN

These vets are now dying at about 1,000 a day.




LEGION PLEASED WITH FISCAL 2010 FUNDING BILL

The American Legion - December 10, 2009

Congress is on the verge of passing the fiscal 2010 omnibus bill that includes appropriations for the Department of
Veterans Affairs and military construction. It will provide $134.6 billion for programs and projects of critical importance
to America's veterans, military forces and families.

"This level of funding is going to bring a world of relief to many military families," American Legion National
Commander Clarence Hill said. "Some of them had to sell their homes when they were ordered to other locations. With
the current housing market, no one envies their situation and the unfair financial burdens they've had to deal with."

The measure gives VA $56.6 hillion for its mandatory programs, and another $53 hillion in discretionary funding -
making the appropriations higher than they've ever received ($15.3 billion more than in fiscal 2009).

In a major victory for America's veterans, the bill (H.R. 3082) includes - for the first time - advance VA appropriations to
ensure stable funding sources for veterans' medical care. For fiscal 2011, Congress has already allocated $48.2 billion
for VA health-care programs.

"We made a tremendous effort, over the course of several years, to convince senators and representatives that
providing advance appropriations would greatly benefit veterans in the VA health-care system," Hill said. "That effort
finally paid off. The advance appropriations bill is now law, and VA 6 $ealth care should be delivered in a timely
manner from now on."

Congress will provide $23.3 billion for military construction and family housing, and another $1.4 billion for projects
that support U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

"We certainly appreciate the fact that Congress increased the original budget request for construction projects that
are critical to the mission and quality of life for service members and their families,” Hill said. "The American Legion
heartily urges the House and Senate to continue this level of investmentin our active-duty forces and veterans."

The bill also funds renewable and alternative energy initiatives at military installations that will reduce future energy
costs. Housing for military trainees will be modernized and more construction for National Guard and reserve forces will
be funded.

The Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Act of 1990 will also get more funding so it can be completed on time,
with high-quality construction and sufficient environmental cleanup at closed military installations.



